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ITR CULAR LETTER: 
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[ÞTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 
Aﬀtendled at Sr. Aston, in Herifwires 


June 10, 11, and 12, 1783: 


CONSIDERED IN A 


Intaining the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the 
odhead, eternal andsperſonal Election, original Sin, particular Re- 
mption, free Juſtification by the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
icacious Grace in Regeneration, the final Perſeverance of the Saints, 
d By Independeucy or Congregational Order of the Churches of Chriſt 
violable. NL Hy MY | e 0 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at, Sutton - Aſhfield, Nottingham, Sheepſhead, 
Leiceſter, Sutton - in- the-Elms, Arnſby, Foxton, Clipſton, Oak- 
ham, Soham, Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, 
and St. Alban's; alſo many other Churches, not yet in the Aſſoci- 
ation, who, notwithſtanding, countenance it by the Attendance 
of their Miniſters, and many of their Members. 


the good hand of our God upon us, we were conducted in ſafety 
to, and met at the place and time appointed, and were favoured 
a pleaſant and profitable interview with each other. After ſolemnly 
Fung Almighty God for aſſiſtance and ſucceſs, we heard the letters 
from the ſeveral churches, and took an account of their contents. 
e rejoice, brethren, that your churches are continued, and that there 
ars among them a ſteady and firm attachment to the precious truths 
E glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, a regard for the ſolemn and 
d inſtitutions of our almighty and adorable redeemer, and the diſcipline 
$ houſe ; and that there are any tokens of Jehovah's preſence in the 
of them. We would alſo mourn with you, brethren, on account of 
oldneſs and indifferency manifeſted by ſome, and the backſlidings of 
P among you; and deſire to oY with you in addreſſing the Lord at 


rar Brethren, 


* 
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the throne of bis grace, for the dew of his divine influences to fall upon 
you, that ye may grow as :he lilly, and caſt forth your roots as Lebanon; 
and that your beauty may be as the olive tree, aud your ſcent be as the wine 
of Lebanon. | | 

We feel for "thoſe churches which are” deſtitute of under-ſhepherds to 
feed, to guide, and to comfort them; and would carneltly Fray, that the 
great and good ſhepherd would, in his own time and way, fend them 
paſtors after his own heart, who may feed them with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding.. We would recommend to them, frequently to-con{ult-to- 
gcther with coolneſs of temper, waiting on the Lord for direction, ob- 
ſerving the leadings of his providence, not to be haſty, but cordially to 
receive and encourage ſuch who have manifeſted ſoundneſs of judgment 


in doctrine, purity of morals, prudence in conduct, and faithfulneſs in 


ſervice ;—from the labours of ſuch, real advantages, by the bleſſing of 
God, may reaſonably be expected. 5 
We can aſſure you, brethren, with ſincerity, that we do not mean, 
by our aſſ:ciating ourſelves together, to infringe on any of your li berties, 
nor to attempt to exerciſe any dominion over your faith and conſcience; 
but we truſt our only aim is, to be ferviceable to promote the glory of 


God, the welfare of immortal ſouls, and the intereſt of your churches; | 


and if theſe ends may be anſwered, we ſhall have the utmoſt of our 
—A — 88 | hs 
Your churches, brethren, are voluntary ſocieties, founded upon the 
truly primitive plan, according to which the firſt chriſtian churches were 
formed, by the direction of Chriſt given to his holy apoſtles, and by 
their writings conveyed to us: ſo that ye may be ſaid to be Built upon tht 
foundation of the apoſiles and prephets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chiif 
corzer fione, Eph. ii. 20. to xvhom comin, as unto @ living ſtone, diſallowed 
indeed of men, but choſen of God, and precious: ye alſo*as lively ſtonts, 
ore built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſtbeod, to offer up ſpiritual 
 Jacrifices, acceptable to God. by Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. Such is the 
nature and conſtitution of your churches, brethren, as renders them ht 
ſocieties for anſwering all the purpoſes of ſocial religion, and for pro- 
moting the real happineſs of individuals. The privileges which you 
enjoy are many and preat, and the duties which are required of, you are 
reaſonable and juſt. The commands of Cbriſt are not grievous ; his yokt i 
eaſy, and his burden light. 1 John v. 3. Matt. xi. 30. „ 
The deſign of our Circular Letter is to remind you of your privileges 
and duties, to animate and encourage you to preſs on toward the mark! fot 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and that ye may have 
your converſation as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, that ye may fland faſt is 
one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the faith e the gojpe!: 
Phil. iii. 14. i. 27. That the name of our Lord Jeſus hriſt may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, according lo the grace of our God, and tht 
Lord Te/us Chrif. 2 Thel. i. 14. i 
In our former letters we have attempted to explain many of the great 
truths of the glorious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and have recommended and 
enforced many religious duties. The ſubje& we now propoſe is that 0 


7 


. CyrisTIan Love, which we will endeavour to explain and enforce; and 


this aue pray that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge, and 

in all judgment; that ye may afprove things that are eæce len: ; that ye Ma) i 

fancere, and without offence, till the day of Chriſt; being filled w_ in 
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fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Teſas Chrift unto the glory and praiſe 
of God. Phil. i. 9, 10, 11, We. 775 . | 


Love is that affection of the mind, by which the heart moves toward, 
cleaves unto, and centers in, ſome apparent good, with delight and, 
complacency. Its operations may be various, according to 25 ſtate 
which che object may be apprehended to be in. As for inſtance, if the 
object be conſidered as being at a diſtance, then love operates in a way 
of longing deſire for the poſſeſſion and er joyment of it; —if there be a 
probability of enjoyment, then it operates in a way of hope z—if it be 
conſidered as promifing ſome good, then love operates in a way of con- 
fidence; —if there be no probability of en;oyment, then it operates in a 
way of anxiety, grief, and deſpair ;—if the object be preſent, then love 
operates in a way of delight or complacency and ſatisfaction. 

Now if this affection be influenced by the grace of God, and the 
power of goſpel truths, it will move the heart toward, and cauſe the foul 
to cleave unto, and center in, the one-eternal and immutable Jehovah, as 
the ſupreme object of it; and that on account of his eternal and immu- 
table excellencies, and his ſuitableneſs to render his intelligent creatures 
happy. The ſtreams of his beneficence may ſerve to direct your thoughts 
and affections to him, but his infinite dignity and greatneſs, glory and 
excellency, are to be conſidered as the primary ground of diſintereſted 
affection for him. The infinite glory of his natural and moral perfections 
being diſcovered in his works and his word, eſpecially as they are molt 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed in and through the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
dæuelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Colol. ii. g. Who is the 

 brighineſs of his fathers glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon. Heb. i. 3. 

So that he who hath ſeen the ſon, hath ſeen the father alſo, John xiv. 9. 
and whoever ſees the glories of God in the perſon of Chriit cannot be 
without ſome affeQtion for him, as he is the beſt good, and the only true 
ſource of all real happineſs, | _ | 

True genuine love for God may be diſtinguiſhed by the various ex- 
preſſions of it in the mind, or as it is the chief animating ſpring of all 
other right affections in the heart, ſuch as /onging defires after the enjoy- 
ment of him as the beſt, the chief good, —hope, or waiting with ex- 
pectation for his preſence and bleſſing,—an humble confidence in his 
promiſe,—a regard for his authority, —a flial fear of offending him,— 
an abborrence of fin as being contrary to his infinite holineſs,—a zeal 
for his honour,—grief and anxiety on account of his abſence,—and 


es aelight, complacency and ſatisfaction in the enjoyment of his preſence. 
7.5 Theſe ſpring from true love, and may be conſidered as good evidences 
ve pf its exiſtence in the ſoul; and love to God is a good evidence of intereſt 


in his ſpecial and everlaſting love, for awe love him becauſe he firſt loved 

45. 1 John iv. 19. | 8 ol | 
As ye, brethren, are taught by the ſacred oracles of eternal truth, to 
love God ſuperlatively above all other objects whatſoever, ſo ye are 
taught by the ſame word, to love ſubordinately your neighhours as your- 
ſelves. Matt. xxii. 39. Vea, to love your enemies; ta bleſs them that curſe 
Jou, to do good to them that hate you, and to pray fer them which deſpitefully 
uſe you, and perſecute you. Matt. v. 44. This affection is to be expreſſed 
not only by words, but by doing good both to the ſouls and bodies of 
men; ſeeking their temporal and eternal welfare; ſympathizing with 
them in their diſtreſs; relieving their neceſſities; bearing with their in- 
| : ; A > YO firmities ; 


(4) 

firmities ; exerciſing ſorgiveneſs towards them; and giving them good 
counſel and advice in caſes of difficulty; — and more eſpecially ye are 
taught to love them who bear the image of your heavenly Father, who are 
of one family, 3 of the ſame grace, enjoying the ſame privileges, 
travelling together in one and the ſame way, going to one home, to dwell 
together for ever. Hence ſaith Chriſt to his diſciples, this 15 my com- 
mandment that ye love one another, as I have loved you. John xv. 12--17, 
And the apoſtle Peter, addreſſing believers, exhorts them to love one 
another with a pure heart fervently. 1 Pet. i. 22. Again, in Heb. xiii. 1, 
you may find this exhortation, Let brotherly love continue. Which love 
ſhould be expreſſed by Chriſtians one towards another, by ſhewing a 
readineſs to aſſemble together, regularly to attend upon the worſhip of 
God, and the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, by ſympathizing with the 
afflicted in their diſtreſſes, by chearfully contributing for the relief of the 
neceſſities of the poor, bearing with the infirmities of the weak, tenderly 
admoniſhing when neceſſary, praying with and for one another, and ſo 
ſeeking the welfare and happineſs of each other. 

And now, brethren, ſuffer a word of exhortation—We would endea- 
vour to enforce this great duty of Chriſtian Love upon you, by theſe 
following motives, which are ſo many grounds and reaſons why ye ſhould 


endeavour, by the grace of God, to manifeſt in your lives this amiable. 


temper, which will make you moſt like unto God your heavenly Father, 
God is love. 1 John iv. 16. Do ye profeſs yourſelves to be the children of 
God? Ye are to be followers, that is, imitators of him, as ſuch. Eph. v. 1. 
Are ye, brethren, of one family, partakers of the ſame grace, intereſted 
in one and the ſame covenant, united to one head, enjoying the ſame 
bleſſings, privileges, and promiſes; travelling in one way, going to one 
home, expecting the ſame inheritance, and to live together in love to all 


eternity ?—See then that ye fall not out by the way, but love as breibren; 


ſhew forth this heavenly temper, and teſtify to all about you that ye love 
God and one another. Remember, brethren, that God has reftified his 
love for you by an infinite number of benefits, even before you had any 
affection for him. His love is eternal and immutable, and the inſtances 
of it are great and wonderful; ſuch as his chuſing you in Chriſt unto 
ſalvation and eternal life, bleſſing you with all ſpiritual bleflings, giving 
his Son to die for you when ye were enemies, drawing you to himſelf by 
his loving kindneſs and with tender mercies, beſtowing the privileges of 
the goſpel on you, and giving you a lively hope of x Ang Therefore, 
brethren, let not your love be in word, neither in tongue only, but in 
deed and in zruth. 1 John iii. 18. Then will ye be like your heavenly 
Father, and teſtify to others that ye are the children of the living God. 
Further, this will make you moſt like unto Jeſus Chriſt, our amiable 
pattern and elder brother: his love paſſeth knowledge. Eph. iii. 19. Hov 
= are the inſtances of it! ſuch as his early engaging with his Father 
y covenant on your behalf, his readineſs to take on him your nature in 
the fulneſs of time, his chearful obedience in your ſtead, his freely giving 
up himſelf to ſufferings and to death, as your ſubſtitute and ſurety, pay- 
ing your debt, redeeming your life from deſtruction, and crowning yo! 
with e, kindneſs and tender mercies ; interceding for you in heaven, 
beſtowing his grace and righteouſneſs on you, watching over you as the 
good ſhepherd, and preparing places for you in his Fathers houſe, where 
are many man/ions ; promiſing to come and to receive you to himſeif * 
| | W 
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ewhere he is there ye may be alſo. And in that ſhort life which he ſpent in 
this world, he fully diſplayed all the beauties of this heavenly temper, by. 
continually going about doing good to the ſouls and bodies of men. 
Would ye be like him? go and do likewiſe ; and let it be ſeen by thoſe 
about you, that ye are his diſciples, by loving one another, John xiii. 35. 

Furthermore, brethren, remember that love is the grand enlivening 
ſpring of all other heavenly and gracious affections. Love is the 
brighteſt of the train, and ſtrengthens all the reſt,” Watts. Love 1s 
the ſum and ſubſtance, the very life and ſoul of the chriſtian religion: 
without love, all knowledge, gifts, faith, and works, would be as ſound- 
ing braſs and a tinkling cymbal, and would profit nothing. See 1 Cor. 
xill. 1, 2, 3. It contains the whole doctrine of the law and the e eg 
Matt. xxii. 37-40. Rom. xiii. 8-10. Gal. v. 14. Therefore, brethren, 
we beſeech you, that by love ye ſerve one another: by doing which you 
= will beſt hold forth the word of life in the different ſituations of life you 
care in, and the different characters and relations you ſuſtain ;—and hereby 
you will beſt adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, and 
give full proof of the reality, importance, and utility of the doctrines of 
| chriſtianity, and the ſincerity of your profeſſion of them: therefore ler 
your love be without diſſimulation; abhor that which is evil, cleave to that 
which. is good; be kindly affectioned one to another; with brotherly love, 
in honour, preferring one another. Rom. xii. 9, 10. 
Again, brethren, we would remind you that love will make duties eaſy, 
pleatant, delightful, and profitable. Tis love that makes our chear- 
ful feet, in ſwift obgQience move.” Watts. It expands the mind, en- 
larges the heart, and enlivens all the powers of the ſoul; ſo that the 
chriſtian, in the exerciſe of it, runs in the way of God's commandments 
with pleaſure and joy, and performs the duties of religion, ſuch as preach- 
ing and hearing of the word of God, prayer, attendance on divine 
ordinances, ſympathizing with the poor and afflicted in their diſtreſſes, 
bearing with the infirmities of the weak, and exerciſing forgiveneſs, with 
chearfulneſs; all which duties would be either wholly neglected, or at- 
tended to with cold indifferency, yea, would be burdenſome without love. 
But when love prevails in the heart, they will neither be grievous nor 
burdenſome. The excellent properties of charity (by which is meant 
| love) as ſet forth in 1 Cor. xiil. 4, 5, 6, 7, fully confirm the above ob- 

ſervations, and clearly ſhew the true nature, utility, and great importance 
of it. It /affereth long and is kind, it envieth not, it vaunteth not itſelf, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily 
proveked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hapeth all things, endureth all 
| things. Therefore we beſeech you, brethren, to conſider one another, to 
provoke unto love and good works, Heb. x. 24. Re ones 
Again, brethren, we would have you remember, that love is neceſſary 
for the well-being, the peace, the proſperity, and ſafety. of all your 
churches, It is like the cement of a building ; that which unites and 
keeps together the ſeveral parts of it, and ftrengthens the whole. When 
the hearts of church members are knit together in love, they have no 
need to be afraid, though an hoſt of enemies ſhould encamp againſt them: 
ſuch ſocieties are beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Feruſalem, and terrible as 
an army with banners, Sol. Song, vi. 4. Peace will be within their 
walls, and proſperity in all their palaces. They are not ſo liable to be 
| divided, 
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divided, nor are their walls to be eaſily broken down. But on the con- 
trary, when love is decayed and gone, and animoſities, contentions, 
diviſions, and every evil work take place; deſolation, if not a total 
deſtruction, is to be feared. As when the cement of a building is gone, 
deſolation and deſtruction ſoon follow. Take away love, and the moſt 
amiable ſociety would be either a den of dragons, venting nothing but 
their poiſonous diſpoſitions ; or at beſt, all the delightful feelings of true 
friendibip muſt ſubſide, and all real union be diſſolved. It is not only of 
inexpreſuble uſe, but abſolutely neceſſary : it is the finews which unite 
the members of Chriſt's body (the church) together; the blood which 
pervades every part, and is the life of the whole. Without it there may be 
a confederacy, but not a church of Chriſt. And therefore, brethren, be 
much concerned to preſerve and encourage love among yourſelves. Live 
in love, and the God of love and peace will be with you, and bleſs you with 

ace and proſperity. 3 | | 

Bear with us, brethren, while we further preſs you to attend to this 
noble duty, and recommend to you this excellent grace of love, as it is 
eſſential to the happineſs of the heavenly world. *Tis love that makes 


heaven ſweet: there we ſhall have our fill of joy, becauſe there we ſhall 


have our fill of love.“ There it will be in its greateſt and higheſt de- 
ree of perfection: faith will be changed into ſight, and hope into en- 
A but love will endure for ever—it never failetb. 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 
This is the grace that lives and ſings, when faith and hope ſhall ceaſe: 
tis this ſhall ſtrĩke our joyful ſtrings, in the ſweet realms of bliſs,” Watts, 
No diſcord will be in heaven; all will be harmony, peace, and love; 
and that for ever. Is it then of ſuch vaſt importance in the chriſtian re- 
gion, as to be eſſentially neceſſary to real happineſs in this world and 
that which is to come ? then let it be your earneſt endeavour, brethren, to 
abound in this grace allo. ; 

To conclude,—is there not much cauſe for lamentation, mourning, 
and humiliation before God, on account of the many defects in our love? 
May the Lord pardon our offences, renew our hearts, and give us a ſpirit 
of love, and of a ſound mind. 

And now, brethren, eve commend you to God, and to the word of hi 

ace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are ſanfified. - Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantiy above all that we aff or think, according to the power that 
evorketh in us; unto him be glory in the church by Chriſt Feſus, throught 
all ages, abr without end. Amen. 1 


Signed on behalf ef the 8 by: 
JOHN GILL, Moderator. 


Mt. Richard Alleine's Heavens opened, or a Diſcovery of the Riches of God's 
Covenant of Grace, being the zd part of Vindiciæ Pietatis, chap. xiii, from p. 135 
to 157, contains ſome admirable and ftriking thoughts on love to God. For ſome ac- 
count of the excellent author of this valuable and evangelical book, who was ejecte 

from Batcombe, in Somerſetſhire, ſee Palmer's Nonconformiſt's Memorial, vol. ii. 
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| Tueſday evening we met at the uſual hour, and after ſpending ſome time in prayer, 
a moderator was choſen, the letters from the churches were read, and minutes taken 
of their contents, and the opportunity concluded with prayer. : 

{day morning about fix, we met for prayer; ſeven brethren engaged in the 
öpportbiky⸗ The public meeting began about ten, and was well attended; — brother 
Fuller, late of Soham, but now of Kettering, prayed—after which brother Ryland, ſen. 
df Northampton, gave ſome account of 3 of the aſſociation, and pra ed 
brother Ryland, jun. then preached from Iſaiah x 
Lord - brother Evans, late of Foxton, prayed—and brother Hail, ſen. ot Arnſby, 
preached from 1 Cor. xvi. 22. If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anathema 
maranatha—brother Guy, of Sheepthead, concluded by prayer. Between five and fix 
in the evening we met again—brother Sutclif, of Olney, prayed Dr. Stennett preached 
from 1 John ni. 14. Ve knoꝛu that wwe have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love the 
brethren; the-Dr. concluded in prayer. | | 


Thurſday morning about ſeven we met for prayer, and to communicate to each 


other ſome account of our experiences as miniſters during the courſe of the paſt year, 
and to finith the buſineſs of the aſſociation; between eleven and twelve, the aſſociation 
was concluded with prayer by the moderator. Twenty miniſters were engaged in the 
ſeveral opportunities. | | 5 x 


State of the churches fince the laſt aſſociations 


Added on a profeſſion of faith and experience Þ - ,- = . 24 
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Ni. B. The next affociation to he held at Nottingham, in the Whitſun week; to meet 
on Tueſday evening at the uſual hour. Brother-Sutclif, of Olney, and brother Ryla d, 
ſen. of Northampton, to preach; and in caſe of failure, brother Gill, of St, Alban's, 
and brother Fuller, ot Kettering. „Put up at the Flying-Horſe. 


An Account of the ASSOCIATION FUND. 

As many valuable ends are anſwered to the miniſters and churches by 
uniting in an aſſociate connection, it was ſeveral years ago thought, at one 
of our aſſociations, that thoſe ends might be increaſed by the inſtitution of 
an afociation fund, which every church might annually contribute to in pro- 
portion to their ability, as well as generous individuals who might be dil- 
poſed to further the deſign. | 


This deſign was accordingly communicated to the churches, who ſeveral 


of them favoured it. From thence we attempted to carry it into execution. 
Hitherto, we muſt own, it has been exceedingly weak ; yet, though in its in- 
fancy, its beneficial nature has been experienced by ſeveral who are ready to 
make their grateful acknowledgments to their kind benefactors. True, its 
deligns as yet have only been accomplithed in a contracted manner; but we 
hope for the pleaſure of ſeeing its increaſing utility, when generally ſupported 
by.cur chriftian friends. Some of our churclies, it becomes us to acknow- 
lege, have chearfully encouraged it; and others, we are willing to think, 
would be ready to do ſo, were they but better acquainted with its nature 
and deſign. .To this end it has been thought proper to print the outlines of 
the plan: accordingly we here lay before you its nature and principal ends. 


J. It is propoſed to our reſpective churches and congregations to con- 
tribute once a year a ſmall ſum, which ſhall be depoſited in the hands of a 
treaſurer, choſen by the miniſters and meſſengers of the aſſociate churches. 

N. B. Mr, Beeby Wallis, of Kettering, has been choſen treaſurer. 


II. The principal particular objects we have in view are ſuch as follow: 
1. To give aſſiſtance to any new intereſt that may be in a weak condition. 
2. To 


iti. 10. Te are my witneſſes, ſaith the - 
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2. To encourage village preaching, for the propogation of the goſpel Wi 
diſtant from . means of grace. | | Ef pel in 

3. To bear the expences of any of our miniſters, who may be deputed g 
make an occaſional viſit to any of our aſſociate churches, whoſe ſtate 
diſtant ſituation may require it. | | — 
4. To afford ſome degree of. relief to any of our miniſters who may be 
brought into ſtraits by afflictive diſpenſations of providence. bo 
5. To aſſiſt in repairing any place of worthip among us, where a general 
collection among the churches may not be needful. 1 
6. To aſſiſt in ſupplying any of our diſtant deſtitute churches, who may? 
be unable to pay the whole expences of ſupplies on account of ſuch diſtane 
7. To aſſiſt ſome of our poor churches in defraying the expences of theip* 
miniſters* journey to the aſſociation. | | „  _-_ 
8. In caſe the ſale of the aſſociation letters at any time ſhould not be equal? 
to the charge of printing, the remainder may be paid out of this fund. + + i 


HI. Any number of miniſters (not under three) who are , paſtors. of 
churches contributing to the ſupport of this fund, when aſſembled at any? 
quarterly meeting, ſhall be empowered as a committee to take into conſidera 
tion any caſe which may be propoſed, and to draw on the treaſurer for ſucks 
a ſum. as they ſhall judge convenient, not exceeding two guineas at a time 
to any one cale. + - 6 


IV. The treaſurer ſhall keep a regular account of all the tranſaQions* 
relative to this fund; which accqunt ſhall be produced and examined at? 
every aſſociation, and. being approved, ſhall be ſigned.by the moderator. 

V. The ſurplus of profits at any time ariſing from the ſale of the aſſociation: 
letters ſhall go towards the ſupport of this fund. ; 7 
VI. Such. churches who do not contribute to this fund are not to expethi 

And now, brethren and friends, is not this a plan that is well worthy of - 

r encouragement? We wiſh to recommend nothing but what upon ju 
grounds deſerves your hearty approbation, We be you to give it a ſerious! 
conſideration. Do not lay it aſide as ſoon as read, and never think of it! 
again. Weigh the matter cloſely, . If, upon reflection, you think it merits 
attention, then give it encouragement according to your ability. Remembers 


you ſhould be ready to every good work. (Tit. iii. 1.) If this is not ou 


t it not be ee if it is, let it not be neglected.—Brethren be 1 
weary in well doing: in due ſeafon ye ſhall reap if ye faint not. Be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. You know your labour is not in yay 
in the Lord. Though your goodneſs cannot extend to the great Jehovaliph 
or benefit him, yet it may the ſaints that are in the earth, the excellent i 

whom is all your delight. We have addreſſed you in the letter now in your 
hand on the endearing ſubje&t of ve; a ſubject which if you cordially | 
imbibe, little more need be ſaid on this annexed plan. Allow us to conclude 

with the words of the apoſtle of the Gentiles, when ſtimulating the Corn 
thians to a ſimilar work, We ſpeak not by commandment, but by the oc 
the forwardneſs of others, AND TO PROVE THE SINCERITY OF YOUR LOVE 
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